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A new, dynamic concept of health, which aims to convince critics of the static WHO definition of 1948, was based on an invitational conference in 2009. The concept highlights function, resilience and self-direction. This general concept of health was further elaborated in a follow-up study aiming towards operationalization, and involving Dutch healthcare stakeholder groups. The study revealed a number of differences between the opinions of stakeholder groups about the concept of health and, following the perception of patients, resulted in the broad concept of 'positive health' with six dimensions.